
VILLAGE WALK 
The village walk will take you around the main part of the village 

of Furneux Pelham. 

From the church, turn right onto the road and if you follow the 

numbers in sequence, you will be facing any oncoming traffic at 

all times. 

There are 27 houses involved and you will see that most of the 

information relates to the period around World War II, although 

there is some very interesting earlier history. 

 

  



1 Bowyers 

This pink house was originally two cottages, belonging to the 

Pelham Hall Estate. Mr Edward Pigg (Teddy), farmer of Patient 

End Farm, rented both cottages for his employees. 

In the 1940’s, Mr and Mrs Burgess lived in the right-hand cottage 

and Mr and Mrs Head lived on the left. They could often be seen 

at their gates watching the world go by. Mr and Mrs Head’s son, 

Sam, worked at Pelham Hall Farm. 

2 Cranston Cottage 

This cottage was previously two. Mrs Clark, who was Caretaker at 

the school, lived in the one nearest the road. 

In the 1950’s onwards, the other cottage was used by Dr Blay and 

Dr Gaston as a surgery. Prior to this, the surgery had been at 

‘Bonhams’ at The Wash and Dr Campbell was the local GP there. 

He was nicknamed ‘shake it and take it’! 

Mrs Clark later moved across the road to one of the Shepherds 

Cottages and her cottage here was taken over by “people from 

London”. They erected a shed on the grass bank by the roadside 

and sold sweets at the weekends. Sweets were in short supply 

during the war so this was very popular. 

3 Hall Cottage – circa 15th century 

Part of the Pelham Hall Estate, Hall Cottage was one of the 

earlier pargetted houses. In the 1940’s it was home to Ron 

Wisbey and his family. He was the Foreman at Pelham Hall Farm. 

After that, one of the cowmen lived there. In the early 1950’s, it 

was used as a doctor’s surgery. 

The black-boarded section to the right was originally a barn and 

only much later was turned into living accommodation. 

  



4 Shepherds Cottage 

Once two cottages, the one nearest the road was home to Mr and 

Mrs Kent and their family who worked at Pelham Hall Farm. The 

other cottage was home to a retired shepherd in the 1940’s (“a 

lovely old boy”) and after that Charlie Rice, also a shepherd from 

the farm lived there. Charlie was the last shepherd at Pelham 

Hall. 

5 Brick Cottages 

One of these cottages housed the Butler from Furneux Pelham 

Hall until the owners at that time, the Cunliffe family, left for 

Canada never to return. When the Hall was bought by the Hughes 

family in the early 1940’s, the cottages remained as part of their 

estate. Walter Tofts, who was horse-keeper at Pelham Hall Farm, 

occupied the cottage on the right. Wally Wicks, who was a 

general stockman and helped at the Hall’s dairy, lived on the left. 

They both kept a large vegetable garden behind the cottages. It 

was normal to see vegetables in most village gardens, enough to 

supply families for a whole year. Flowers took second place. 

6 Well House – circa 15th century 

Around the late 1940’s, the Post Office, which had been moved 

from Dingley Dell, was run by Mrs Berry. She also kept a general 

store selling food, ironmongery, etc. Mrs Berry’s son was 

interested in films and invited young villagers to watch them at the 

house, free of charge. 

Later, around 1959, memory has it that a violin/stringed 

instrument maker could be seen working at the window. His name 

was Mr Fidler and his family originated from Fidler’s Lodge (now 

Fairfield Lodge) on the Braughing road. Mrs Higgins took over the 

store in the 1950’s but the Post Office had moved from here by 

then. 

7 The Star – circa 1600’s 

After the church, The Star and Hall Cottage are thought to be the 

oldest sites in the village. Up until 10 years ago, The Star had a 



long history as an inn and public house. In recent years, it was 

owned by Rayments and then Greene King. The oldest parts of 

The Star are at least 17th century, with various additions having 

been made over the centuries. It is a timber framed construction 

except for the Victorian brick façade and it is likely that the original 

building was thatched. 

The oldest part of the house (the part either side of the upper front 

door) houses an attractive inglenook fireplace, along with old 

bakers ovens. The first extension (incorporating the second front 

door and window below it) clearly shows a different method of 

construction (not visible externally) but also dates back a couple 

of hundred years. The single storey extension under the slate roof 

is Victorian and then, most recently, there is the single storey, flat 

roofed, ‘loo block’. The garage is only 20 years old. Low ceilinged 

cellars run under most of the house, which were accessed 

through barrel doors at the front of the property (now removed) 

and a trap door in the floor behind the bar. 

The house sits on the hill at a 90 angle to the current road. The 

reason for this is that up until the 1800’s, Oldfield Road (as it was 

known then, rather than The Causeway) used to approach the 

church from the Braughing direction and then turn left down the 

hill past The Star until it met the stream, where it then turned right 

and ran along the stream as a ford until it met The Street at a  

T-junction. Unfortunately, as the water level rose, it became 

impossible for ‘traffic’ to ford the water. Therefore, in the 1880’s, 

the Parish Council bought the land for a new road to be built to 

allow traffic to carry straight on towards the church as it does 

today. The road down past The Star was closed by a ‘Stopping 

Up Order’ drawn up by the County Council in 1881 but it is still 

used as a footpath. 

During World War II Mrs Clark ran the public house. Her two sons, 

Charlie and Jack lived opposite in the two brick cottages where 

‘Brick Cottage’ is today. Jack and Charlie travelled to London 

each day to their haulage business. 

  



8 Rose Cottage – circa mid 1800’s 

Originally built as two cottages, Rose Cottage was renovated in 

1973, previously it had been thatched and boarded. In the 1940’s, 

Mr and Mrs Poyle lived there. He was retired but had worked for 

the Brewery as an outrider (rep). Mrs Clark, publican of The Star, 

owned the Cock House, the thatched cottages opposite, the brick 

cottages opposite (where her sons lived) and the land around 

Rose Cottage, including the area where the two new houses 

stand today. 

In the 1960’s, Rose Cottage was owned by the Ashcroft’s who 

sold some of their land for the building of the two new houses. 

They retained some of that land to this day and use it for the 

family to get together. Beyond that an area was kept aside for the 

local rubbish tip. 

9 Thatch End – circa mid-late 17th century 

Built as four cottages. The cottage on the left was home to Basil 

Key, who worked for Mr Patten of White Barns Farm and Little 

Hadham Farm. Basil travelled to several farms working on the 

steam engines. 

The second cottage was home to Frank Robinson in the 1950’s. 

He was the Farm Manager at White Barns Farm. 

‘Sting’ Hutchins lived in the third cottage and he biked to work on 

a farm in Manuden. 

Mr Bishop lived in the fourth cottage. He worked at White Barns 

Farm and was known as the ‘Lord’. It was his job to negotiate ‘the 

bonus’ with the owner. The bonus would be paid to the farm 

workers after the harvest. Today he would be known as a shop 

steward. 

10 White Lion House – circa 1600’s 

Above the front door in the pargetting you can see a replica of the 

church clock. Mrs Edridge, organist and choir mistress at the 

church, lived there. She was remembered for the Christmas 



parties she used to hold for the choir. She grew peaches on the 

wall backing onto the old school, much to the delight of the school 

children, who would sometimes help themselves. Country dancing 

was taught here before moving to Mill House towards lower East 

End. 

As you face the house there used to be a lean-to on the left-hand 

side, between the house and the old school boundary, and this 

was the butcher’s shop. Many years before, the house was a 

hostelry where horses could be changed on long journeys. The 

Reverend Stanley Snelling lived here before moving across the 

road into the Vicarage once alterations had been completed for 

him. 

11 The Old School 

Headmistress:  Miss Prior of Much Hadham 

Teacher:  Miss Hills of Bishop’s Stortford 

The School consisted of two classrooms and outside toilets, each 

room had a stove, which burnt coke. The teachers would stand in 

front of the fires preventing the heat from reaching the children. 

Some children came to school on horseback and the horses were 

left in the school meadow until it was time to go home. 

Prior to wartime, school dinners were not provided. During the 

war, this changed and meals were prepared in a room at the side 

of the Vicarage and eaten in a dining room at the back, which 

overlooked the lawn. Children would complete all their schooling 

here between the ages of 5-14 years. 

In the 1940’s, Buntingford School was opened and children went 

there for their secondary education, from the ages of 11-15 years. 

12 The School House- built 1840 

Miss Prior, Headmistress, kept the school house for storage and 

to sleep over if she was unable to get home. The Reverend 

Stanley Snelling also lived here for many years, after retiring from 

the Vicarage. Before coming a Vicar, he had been a Farmer. At 

one time, the house had also been used as a surgery. 



The meadow where the new school stands today was used as a 

school playing field in fine weather. On the side of the road where 

the school car park now stands was a large pond. The steam 

engines working on the local farms would fill up with water there. 

13 Tinkers Hall Farm 

Owned by the Lake family and formerly known as Lodge Farm. Mr 

Lake was the Managing Director of the Brewery. He also had a 

jersey dairy herd. Milk churns stood on a platform on the left-hand 

side of the entrance awaiting collection by lorries for distribution. 

Mrs ‘Tic’ Clark, daughter-in-law to Mrs Clark of The Star public 

house worked at the dairy. 

Milk was delivered locally by horse and cart. John Bedwell, one of 

the milkmen, would sometimes give children a lift to school on the 

back of his cart. The barn, which was used by the Catholic 

Church, was originally part of the dairy farm. It was the Lake 

Family who converted the barn into the Catholic Church. 

Apparently, Mrs Lake was responsible for changing the name of 

the farm to Tinkers Hill after the tinkers who used to regularly 

pass by on their way to a hostel at Buntingford. 

14 The Brewery Tap Public House 

The Brewer was Rayments of Pelham but later taken over by 

Greene King. In the 1940-50’s, the publican was Alf Cox. The tap 

room was on the right-hand side, straight in front of you as you 

entered the door was the ‘jug and bottle’ where villagers could 

bring a jug or bottle to be filled with beer for consumption at 

home. 

To the left was the clubroom. In those days, prior to 1948, the 

National Health Service was unknown so villagers would pay into 

‘the club’ as an insurance in case of illness. Any money over at 

the end of the year was paid out as a Christmas bonus. 

Where the car park stands now was a very nice bowling green. In 

September each year, after harvest, the fair arrived and was held 

on the ground between the pub and the Village Hall. 



15 The Village Hall 

In the wartime, the Village Hall was used as a school for 

evacuees. The Headmaster was Mr Simons and the teachers 

were Mr Rutter and Mr Parrot. Mr Parrot later went to work at 

Buntingford School. 

The Village Hall was also used as a collection point for the 

evacuees. Villagers came there to choose the children and 

everyone who had a spare room was expected to take a child. It 

had been intended that evacuees would be sent to Canada for the 

duration of the war but they had left it too late to travel. Before the 

war, and for a time after, the Village Hall was used as a cinema, 

showing films weekly. It was always a full house and people 

would walk from all around to attend. Of course, the usual Village 

Hall events went on here such as fetes, weddings, meetings and 

other gatherings. 

Madam Black held dance classes here. She was very strict but 

her classes were very popular. The Post Office has been here for 

many years, although now only one afternoon each week, and the 

doctor holds a surgery here every Monday lunchtime. 

16 The Stores 

Mr and Mrs Higgins ran The Stores, selling bicycles and paraffin. 

Mr Higgins delivered the paraffin locally and kept it in the garage 

at the back of the house. When Mrs Berry left the shop at Well 

House, Mrs Higgins took over but later moved the stock to The 

Stores when they ceased selling bicycles. 

The shop was entered by a door on the right of the house which 

has since been removed. The family lived in the left of the house 

and upstairs. 

17 Chapel House 

The old chapel stood on this site. It was a small brick building 

where two soldiers held Sunday afternoon services. It was usual 

to attend the church in the morning and the chapel in the 

afternoon. 



Later it was used as a workshop by the carpenter, Mr Halliday, 

who was employed by the Brewery at the end of the road. 

18 The Old Post Office – circa mid 1800’s 

This house was once a Post Office and shop. When the Post 

Office closed at Well House it moved here. The Post Office was 

on the left-hand side of the door. The shop was already here. You 

could buy sweets, haberdashery, notepaper, cards, etc. Tinned 

food but no perishables were sold here. Mrs Barker ran the Post 

Office and shop. 

Mr Barker had a builder’s yard and undertaker’s business, which 

was approached by a track at the end of this terrace of cottages. 

His transport for both the building and undertakers would have 

been a handcart. Arthur Scripps was employed by Mr Barker, he 

was also the local barber and worked from a shed at the side of 

the cart track between the brewery houses and the council 

houses on the other side of the road. 

The Barkers also owned the cottage to the left of the Post Office. 

Mrs Barker ran the local Brownie pack.  

19 Millwrights Cottage 

Built in the 1890’s – originally as one of the village pubs. The bar 

was in the room to the left of the front door as you face the house 

– the back of the room was a half cellar. Note the wear to the front 

doorstep and the arched brickwork low in the northern wall, which 

was the cellar door. Where the garage currently stands was a 

small non-conformist chapel and apparently there were objections 

when the draymen rested beer barrels on the chapel steps! The 

shorter section of hedge at the front marks a flat area of the 

garden which was originally cut out of the slope to allow draymen 

to pull their carts off the road, when seeking refreshment, after 

loading at the Brewery. In the 1920’s, the house ceased to be a 

pub and was used by the Farm Manager. At the end of the 

1960’s, it was sold as a private house and bought by the current 

owners in 1976. The extension at the rear was added in the 

1980’s. 



Horace Ashcroft senior lived at Millwrights Cottage in the 

1930/40’s. He was the Foreman at Tinkers Farm (originally Lodge 

Farm). He was a real local character and when the farm was sold 

he used to do odd jobs for the Brewery. He would often be seen 

about on a small David Brown tractor and never could master how 

to back it up so always had to go the long way round to get to and 

from his destination. 

20 Lake Villas – the brewery houses 

These six houses were named after Mr Lake, Managing Director 

of the Brewery opposite the end of the road. The Brewery has 

since been developed into housing: 

1) Nearest to the Brewery – Mr Mynot, second engineer at the 

Brewery lived here and later moved up the hill. 

2) Mr and Mrs Last. 

3) Mr and Mrs Felton - Cooper (repaired barrels) at the Brewery. 

4) Mr and Mrs Cogan. 

5) Mr and Mrs Dedman – both worked at the Brewery. 

6) Bro Brazier – Accountant at the Brewery, later lived in White 

Barns Lane. 

21 Westway – known locally as Wrights Cottage 

Mr Maynard lived here in the 1940’s. He was a mechanic and had 

one of the first cars in Furneux Pelham. Then Percy Wright, also a 

mechanic, who worked at the Brewery lived here in the 1950’s 

and 1960’s. It was after him that the cottage was affectionately 

named. 

22  

Approaching the middle 1930’s a green wooden sectional 

bungalow was brought here from Aspenden by horse and cart. 

The late Bro Brazier, Accountant at the Brewery, lived here after 

he retired and before moving to White Barns Lane, where he lived 

into his 90’s. He is fondly remembered by all those who knew him. 

 



23 Quainty 

The door was originally at the front of the house on the roadside. 

Mr and Mrs Chipperfield lived here in the 1950’s. He was Head 

Gardener at Furneux Pelham Hall. He was also a Special 

Constable and in the church choir. Mrs Chipperfield had worked 

at the Hall and later moved to Cranston Cottages when her 

husband died. 

24 Dingley Dell 

This dwelling was built for the Archdeacon’s lay reader and driver, 

Mr Seaton. The Post Office was here before Well House and 

Barleycroft End. It operated from the garage. A large pond stood 

to the front where the grass verge is at the roadside and steam 

engines would use it to fill up with water. 

25 Blacksmith’s Cottage – circa early 1800’s 

Formerly Lodge Farm Cottages – part of Lodge Farm (now 

Tinkers Hall Farm). The cottage on the left housed Ron and Alice 

Webb. Ron was head cowman of the dairy herd at Tinkers Farm 

(Lodge Farm) opposite. 

Mr Walker, builder and decorator, lived on the right. He had a 

yard in White Barns Lane, behind Chantry House. The brick arch 

in the front wall to the right of the door was the entrance to the 

blacksmith’s forge. The horses were shod outside where the lawn 

is now. 

26 Chantry House – 14th century 

Built in 1387 as a chantry to the church by the Gros family, the 

earliest recorded residing Chaplain was Robert Fetherbie, whose 

sole purpose in life was to pray for the departed soul of Sir John 

le Gros. 

In 1754, a licence was granted for the Chantry House to become 

the Yew Tree Inn, at which point the house was extended to the 

east, to include what is now the kitchen and bedroom above. (In 

the 1930’s the Publican was a Mr Bonner. Villagers could their 



Sunday papers here then). The Yew Tree Inn continued until 

1938 when it once again became a house, refurbishment at this 

time revealed a Priest Hole, which shamefully was not preserved. 

The dining room contains a large oak beam (one of many) which 

sports carved crests of the Gros family, along with lettering along 

the underside, badly worn and long-since unreadable. There is 

also an old glass pane to one of the bedrooms with the name 

Rose scratched into it long ago. It seems that this window was 

originally downstairs between the parlour bar and a passageway 

that ran behind it. There is no record of who this mysterious 

woman was! 

Today it is said that it is the ghost of Robert Fetherbie who treads 

the oldest part of the house at the dead of night, checking that 

current residents are following in his work and praying for long-

departed souls. 

27 The Vicarage – circa mid to late 18th century 

Before the war, Archdeacon Cameron resided at the Vicarage 

with his large family. In his university days, he had been in the 

boat race and had served as a padré in the forces. In the late 

1930’s, the parish bought the Archdeacon a car, which was driven 

by Mr Seaton. Mr Seaton drew earlier pictures for the parish 

magazine. Mr and Mrs Plummer also lived at the Vicarage as 

Caretaker and Housekeeper to the Archdeacon. 

The Church Room at the north end of the Vicarage was used for 

confirmation classes, choir practice and later as the dining room 

for school dinners. The school kitchen was opened in wartime to 

cook meals for the children. It was run by Mrs Simons and Mrs 

Rutter, the wives of the Headmaster and teacher of the evacuees 

at the Village Hall school. They also made pies to sell to the 

villagers. 

For a white the Post Office was in the laundry room, a building to 

the side of the house, which had access via a gate into White 

Barns Lane. From here the Post Office moved to the Village Hall 

where it remains today. 


